ANCIENT HISTORY.

sacks and forwarded to Rio de Janeiro ; but as they are
worth many millions you may imagine they are heavily
escorted.   A workman chosen by the superintendent, four
cavalrymen from the district regiment, and ten men on
foot, complete the convoy.   They first make for Villa
Rica, where the commandant puts his seal on the sacks,
and then  the convoy continues its journey to Rio de
Janeiro.   I should add that, for the sake of precaution, the
start is always kept secret   Well, in 1826, a young fellow
named Dacosta, who was about twenty-two or twenty-three
years of age, and who for some years had been employed
at Tijuco in the offices of the governor-general, devised
the following scheme.   He leagued himself with a band of
smugglers, and informed them of the date of the departure
of the convoy.   The scoundrels took their measures ac-
cordingly,   They were numerous and well armed.   Close
to Villa Rica, during the night of the 22nd January, the
gang suddenly attacked the diamond escort, who defended
themselves   bravely, but were all   massacred, with the
exception of one man, who, seriously wounded, managed
to escape, and bring the news of the horrible deed,   The
workman was not spared any more than the soldiers,   He
fell beneath the blows of the thieves, and was doubtless
dragged away and thrown over some precipice, for his tootiyr
was never found,**
a And this Dacosta ?M asked Joam Garral